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What is the Resource Triangle ?

Conventional Reservoirs
Small volumes that are
easy to develop

Unconventional
Large volumes 
that are difficult 
to develop
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Region Coalbed 
Methane
(tcf)

Shale
Gas
(tcf)

Tight Sand
Gas
(tcf)

Total
(tcf)

North America 3,017 3,840 1,371 8,228

Latin America 39 2,116 1,293 3,448

Western Europe 157 509 353 1,019

Central & Eastern Europe 118 39 78 235

Former Soviet Union 3,957 627 901 5,485

Middle East & North Africa 0 2,547 823 3,370

Sub-Saharan Africa 39 274 784 1,097

Centrally planned Asia & China 1,215 3,526 353 5,094

Pacific OECD 470 2,312 705 3,487

Other Pacific Asia 0 313 549 862

South Asia 39 0 196 235

World 9,051 16,103 7,406 32,560
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What is the Resource Triangle ?

Conventional Reservoirs
Small volumes that are
easy to develop

Unconventional
Large volumes 
that are difficult 
to develop
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Wellbore azimuth 0 °°°°
Longitudinal fracture

Surface

Reservoir

Minimum horizontal stress

Vertical Stress

Maximum horizontal stress

Wellbore azimuth 90 °°°°
Transverse fractures
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